
     As we move into our third month 
of operation, the need for Uvita’s 
Youth Center becomes more evident 
by the day. “Forjando Alas”, 
(“Forging Wings” in English) was 
created to provide a fun and safe 

environment for students to come 
after school to get help with 
homework, learn English, 
technology and other important life 
skills. Each day we get new 
registrations, and are already 
exceeding the capacity of our 
building!

     Conversational English is taught 
through games, songs, field trips, 
computers and other hands-on 
activities. Center volunteers speak to 
students in English first, then 
translate when necessary. 

     In addition to English, 
educational computer games, Skype 
and video production help students 
learn about culture, environment and 
technology. 
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Kids’ F.U.N. mission is to set up a network of communication to connect and 
inspire kids around the world through shared service learning projects, film, 
Skype and the creation of community centers.2011
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Forjando Alas is Soaring!

Featuring: “Forjando Alas”
Uvita, Costa Rica

José, Dayana and Sami learning 
through computer games



For Sale:

Butterflies
Our beaded butterflies are fast 
becoming the symbol of 
Forjando Alas. Each hand-
crafted butterfly represents the 
hard work and determination 
needed to form wings for a 
better life. $5 each

Sea Stars
$5

Flowers
$5

Trees
$20

Necklaces
$8

Bracelets
$6

Earrings
$2

Uvita Saturday Market

Throughout the week students make jewelry and butterflies to sell at the 
market on Saturdays. Local businesses are beginning to learn about us and 
also starting to sell our products. We are also shipping out orders to the U.S. 
Parents are also participating in this fundraiser, so any sales help support not 
only the center, but local families as well.

The kids are so excited to take part in owning a real business which helps 
keep their center open. They constantly come up with new ideas of things to 
sell. They are learning about economics, from pricing and buying supplies to 
determining market prices, supply and demand, plus they get a chance to 
brush up on their math skills.

The Saturday markets also give us a chance to gain exposure within the 
community. We were in the latest edition of Ballena Tales, a local magazine 
and will also be featured in Digits, next year’s phone book for the South 
Pacific coast. 

Brando, Kenneth, Justin & Priscilla 
selling jewelry and butterflies at 

Uvita’s Saturday Market

Richard, checking out the 
earring inventory

Kenneth, Courtney, Samantha & Luis 
getting creative with picture frames.



Needs:
 A Bigger Center

 Laptop Computers

 Projector

 Soccer Cleats

 Sports Equipment

 Beds (to host volunteers)

 Refrigerator

 Electric Stove

 Curtains 

 Shelves

 Tables

 Chairs/Stools

 Games

 Beads

 Wire

 Art Supplies

 Spanish/English 
Dictionaries

Please see below for 
addresses to send 
donations! 

Forjando Alas Soccer Team

At the Uvita Market we 

received a very generous donation 

of two soccer balls from the “Little 
Feet Foundation”. We also received 

enough soccer cleats to outfit about 

half the kids. Everyone is excited 

for practice, coached by Travis.

Practice is twice a week and the 

response has been incredible! The 

kids have a blast playing against 

each other, and it has been the 

perfect vehicle for initiating 

conversations about motivation 

and goal-setting.

In the future we hope to play 

in games at the local indoor soccer 

field where the Saturday markets 

are held. Games cost $12 each to 

play, so students are fundraising to 

show off their skills.

One of our star players is 
Daniel, the 10 year old son of 

Henry, a local contractor. He is the 

goalie, and an incredible one at 

that, never missing a shot and 

tough as nails. Not only is Daniel a 

star athlete, but also one of my 

best students. He comes almost 

every day and is always at the 

front of the class taking an active 

role in his education. 
We currently play on the 

nearby church field, but hope to 

build our own field one day.

Daniel, our goalie

Featured student, Astrid, begging for 
English class on a Saturday



Goals:

Expansion
We have been meeting with local 
land owners to see about possible 
donation of property to build a 
bigger center, complete with a 
playground and science 
laboratory. We need help with 
fundraising and execution of this 
project.  

Big Sister Big Brother
Forjando Alas is starting Uvita’s 
first child mentoring program, 
bringing community role models 
together with students to teach, 
play and inspire. 

Student X-CHANGE 
We are starting a real-life 
exchange programs in which 
students from the U.S. travel to 
Forjando Alas to stay, learn and 
volunteer with local kids. Groups 
will be provided with fundraising 
plans and ideas to raise money to 
get here. Teachers and group 
leaders will select specific activities 
and lessons to participate in while 
visiting. Each program will be 
catered to the specific group’s 
needs and will include daily 
volunteering with local students in 
the center.

Contact:

U.S. ADDRESS:

KIDS’ F.U.N.
13998 SHALLOW COVE CT.
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32224

TEL: 904-220-9755

COSTA RICA ADDRESS:

UVITA INFO CENTER
ATTN: FORJANDO ALAS
UVITA DE OSA, PUNTARENAS, 
COSTA RICA 60504

TEL: 506-8909-4139

EMAIL: 
KIDSUNITING@GMAIL.COM
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Keeping Costa Rica Litter Free 

     Forjando Alas students are 
participating in a new merit-based 
program in which they work towards 
earning four stars throughout the month. 
To earn a star you must complete various 
projects, for example, interviewing an 
English-speaker, describing a fruit in 
English, and doing a trash clean-up. 

     The very first day the kids were 
introduced to the four star system, they 
went outside an immediately filled two 
huge garbage bags with litter from 
around the center, school and nearby 
church!

     The last few weeks we have been 
focussing on topics regarding marine 
natural resources, and conservation. The 
kids were introduced to English words 
associated with marine animals, 
recycling, and the effects of pollution.

     On Saturday, August 20th we took a 
field trip to Uvita’s own marine national 
park, the Parque Nacional Marino 
Ballena where various species of whale 
travel each year to breed. The park is an 
old coral reef, teeming with life. It is also 
a very popular tourist spot for foreigners 
and Costa Ricans alike. On weekend 
visits you can see families picnicking 
under the palms; many set up elaborate 
campsites complete with tents and 
hammocks. The only downside to this 
enjoyment is the trash left over.

We talked with the kids about why it 
is important to keep trash off our 
beaches. Just as I thought I was getting 
through, one of my students piped up to 
ask me if I knew how delicious sea turtle 
eggs taste! And so, my work continues, 
always an uphill battle but, as the Costa 
Ricans say “poco a poco”, PURA VIDA!

Ferhoncus de plub

Omare foremne

Lemacord Promwn

Joshua, Yordy, Yendry, Casandra, 
Astrid, Brandon, Kenneth, Stiven, Brando, Samantha
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